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Thoſe eſpecially that heard the follow- 
ing Sermon, and were Anthors of 
its Publication. | 


Hatever Apology way be needful to 
others for Publiſhing this Plain Diſcourſe/ 
(which parhaps will never have fo ma- - 
ny Readers as it had Hearers) there 
. needs none to be made to you, whoſe Requeſt only brought 
it to light, which otherwiſe it ſhould never have ſeem. 
It is, T confeſs, long in toming , but I never promiſed 
4 quick diſpatch of it , well knowing that 'my other occa- 
ſions ( and' ſomething with Relation to the Publick) 
would inevitably retard it ; which accordingly fell out, ſo 
"that I had not time to review my Notes till a few Weeks 
a0, and then my weak Eyes, and flow Hand, encreaſing 
F- Drudgery of Tranſcribing , gave it a' further hig- 
derance: But, ſuch as it is, now at laſt you haveit; no 
more mine but your own; and you, for- ought I know, 
zauſt be reſpoaſible for its defects. For my part, 1 ſhall © 
anſwer for nothing but. the defign of it and ſhall only, _ 
/a) ; it was well-meant, and: with the hearts of others _ 
| TO | "way. 
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nay be as warmly « effed in Reading, as 1 per ſwade T 
felf yours were. at iſfRreaching of it. As for the oca- 
ſion off it, you are well enough acquaimed with it. Thoſe 
that are not , may be pleaſed to take this Brief Account. 


Dr. Jeremiah Butt (oze of the Phyſitians recommended: 


by the Colledge to the Commiſſioners of the- Admiralty ,. 
and by them appointed to attend Their Majeſties Service. 
in the Fleet) being a Perſon of great Integrity, Ferwvens-. 
cy, «nd Zeal for God, thought himſelf concerw'd for the 


Health of his Patients Souls, as well as Bodies, which 


he therefore uſually laboured to procure by - wholeſome 
Counſel and Inſtraition where he ſaw it needful. Being 
on Board the Fleet, he did frequently and boldly, tho © 
with equal Fairneſs and Modeſty, reprove the Profitnencſs 

and Licentiouſneſs he found among that rugged ſort of 
Men with. whom. his Buſineſs lay ; and this he did, as 
1 am credily informed , not without good effetf. When. 
he was at. home, he did like another Lot, vex his righ- 

ceous Sonl with the filthy Conver ſation of a wicked and 
lewd Neighbourhood; and joyning with other Good men in 

the Adjacent. parts of the Suburbs,, and. ſeveral Worthy. 
Citizens of London, he made it moſt of his Buſineſs to 

ſtir up. the Officers of. divers Pariſhes to attempt the 

Japprelſing the Naeughtineſs he ſaw among that kind of 
People, by. executing the. Laws againſt Profancneſs and. 
Debauchery, upon them. In this ſo laudable an Unaer- 
taking ,. he and his aſſociated Friends had the Aſſiſtance © 


_ .of divers: Middleſex Jaftices, a Noble Lord at the. 


Tower, the Lord Mayor, and other Magiſtrates in Lon- 
don, and were excouraged by ſome of the Rizht Reve- 
rend the Biſhops,, and Reverend Jaages , whom they ac- 
queinted with their Deſign ,, which ſawoured of no F4« 
ttion-or Party , but was only levelled againſt thoſe Vices 
which 
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. which true Chriſtiamis of. all Perſwaſtons abhor , as the 
bane of good Manners , and reproach of. Religion, as may 
in' part be ſeen in one or two Printed Papers by him and 
the reſt publiſhed." | | | 
The ſucceſs of this Undertaking hath been found. by 
4 looſe Generation to their coſt, and by Honeſt men to 
their comfort ; and it is to be hoped more will be, when 
it ſball pleaſe God to pour down more of a Spirit of Conus 
rage and Zeal upon other private Chriſtians,' as well as 
Magiſtrates, for the promoting ſo good a Work, ſo hap- 
pily begun: About March aft it pleaſed him, in whoſe 


hands our Breath is, to call home his faithful Servant, - 


Dy. Butt, to himſelf, When being defir'd to Preach 
on that Occaſion, I reſolved to wave the Formality of a 
Funeral Sermon, and inſtead of expatiating in the deſer- 
ved Commenaation of the Deceaſed , wholly to addreſs 
27 ſelf to theſe that Survive, and try if 1 might poſſibly 

provoke ſome other to ſtand up in his Spirit , and fill up 
. his Place, and be alike Vigorous and Ative in the ſame 
Work, and with the like- Mind.” The Sermon was not 
calculated. for the Great or Learned, but for « Company 
of plain Hearers , more conſiderable for the Integrity of 
their Hearts than Eminency in the World, and that 
connt Piety their beſt Quality. Ever ſuch as thoſe, tho 
but private Chriſtians, may do good Service to the Pub» 
lick, (as little Wheels may ſometimes ſet the greater in 
Motion) ; tho they be not in Authority, they may hun 


bly ſupplicate and call in the help of thoſe that are , and 


who having Power in their hands, cannot eaſily refuſe 


to puniſh Offenders, without incurring the hazard of 


' being thought their Patrons. The Vices of the Times 

are our Common Enemies, which come upon us like Armed 

men, and every one hath 4 right to engage againſt them, 
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and tndeavonur to repel them.! - If this Sermon 
as the-nhatting. the Courage," 
of -aky foto do ,. 1 ſhall have my-end in ut 'F 
it may, *and that God may ſucceed and proſper the: endea- 
wours of ſuch as are Attiue and Dillgent already, (bail be 
the Prayer of Ea 4 5 4 


Your Servant for Jeſus ſake 
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NEHEM, XI. 14. 


Remember me, 0 my God, concerning this, and 
wipe nat . ;out: my. good deeds that have done 
for the houſe of my God", "and for" the office 


thereof. 


LHESE Words arc an Ejaculatory Petition 
7 . of Nebemiab (a Holy Courtier in. a Profane 
a Court) ſent up to Heaven, while making 
= mention of, the Good he had done for the 
S- Houſe of God. Such Parcntheſes of Prayer 
we meet with ſometimes” in other Sacred 
F Writers. Moſes brings-in Jacob, Gen, 49. 
in the midſt of his Patrearch2l BenediQions, 
lifting up-his heart in that Ejaculation, Verſe 18, I have waited- 
for thy ſalvation, O Lord. The like ſcems to be that in Mic. 7. I 4+ 


Feed thy flock, with thy rod, 8c, _ 


The deſign of Nehemiah s Prayer, is to obtain God's gracious 
Acceptarice of what he had done for God's Houſe. His Re- 
queſt is expreſſed, firſt Poſitively, by way of Apprecationz then 
Negatively , by way of Deprecation ; yet both to the ſame im- 
pore, 


T. Poſitively, Riveonber me concerning this, viz. which he had 


' been doing, Y. 11, 12,13. So V. 22. Remember me concerning 


this alfo, &c. A twofold Remembrance we find aſcribed to God 
in Scripture. 
1. 4 remembrance in mercy, ard for good, as P.22.and 31. and 
1 5. 19; which implies God's Acceptance ; So Pſalm 20.3. 
B Remember 
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Good" Deeds done for God's Houſe. 
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Remember all thine offerings , and accept thy burnt-ſacrifices , Heb.. 
turn #5 aſhes; it. beings Token of. God's accepting a. Satrifice, 
when he'ſent Fire from” Heaven-to conſume it,:2 Chron, 7.1. 

- 2, Aremembring in Wrath , and for Judgment; fo this Ch, 
V. 29. Remember thou them, O my God, becauſe they have defiled the 
priefibood. And Pſalm 137. 7: Remember the children of Edom, &c. 
It is that remembring in Mercy beforemmentioned, in oppoſition 
to this, that Nebemiab here prays for. - 


2, Negatively , Wipe not out my good deeds which I bave done 
for the. houſe of my God, and for the offices thereof. It implies the . 
fame as the other. What men wipe or blot*out' (the Hebrew 
word is indifferently rendred by either) they forget, . caſt off the 
thoughts of it, and make it be as if it had not been, Itis an 
Allufion- to their writing down-in their. Books what they 
would remember, or blotting ont what they would-nothave* 
remembred. And it is ſometitmes'applict to' Siv,- which'God'iis' 
faid- to blot out when he-pardons it. Palm 51, 1. Blot out my* 
tranſgreſſions. Iſaiah 43+ 25. 1 am be that blottet' out thy tranſyreſ= 
fions z which is explained” by the ntxt wotds ; wil-not renuns- 
ber thy fins. - Here it is applied to good*Deeds,”-wipe not ons; i.c; 
remember them; accept them, or rertiember therm for good!: _ 
Mens-good Deeds, as well as evil,” are-in God's Book, Mal. 3.” 
x6.. A. hook of remembrance was written for thiſe't}ar feared the Lord; 
and thought npon bis name. " 


From the Words chas opened”, three things chiefly "offer 
themſelves to our Obſervation. : 


Obſ. x. God's Children ſhew their" gootinefs eſpecially in' doing 
good for God's bouſe. : | 
2. In all the good they do for God"s bouſe, bis. gracious acceptance is 
the great thing they aim-at.. | hr SER 
3. God's Children may upon good” grauendr,, exped ' Gods remim- 
bring and aceepting the” good Deeds they do fot bis boufe.. What 
Nebemiah here prayed for, he prayed for in Faith, and nodoubr- 
expected -an. anſwer to his Priyer, in 'the acceptance of his 
good Deeds, according to the general Rale, John 5. 14. 1f 
x ; we 
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- Houſe of God 
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we ath any thing according to bis will, be beareth us: And what 
ground he had for his Faith in expe&ing God's Acceptance , 
the ſame other Bclicyers have that do the like.  There.is the 
ſame reaſon to look for Acceptance, as to pray for itz and 
what we cannot in Faith hope God will do for us , we cannot 
in Faich defire he ſhould. 

* In ſpeaking to this Propoſition, 


1. Something muſt be explaineg. 
2, The Truth of the Propoſition confirmed. 
3. Some Application made. 


1. In the Explication of the Doctrine, three things are to be 


ned : 
mn . What is to be nnderftood by God's Howſe. The Houſe imme- 
diately here underſtood, was, no doubt, the Temple of God 
at Jeruſalem, rebuilt after Seventy years Deſolation , by the 
Fews of the Captivity, under the Gondne of Zerubhabel and 7o- 
ſhns, the High Priclis, upon their return from-Bahylon, Yee 
we- are not to underſtand by the Howſe , meerly the Walls and 
Material | ailding, but the Temple in its Relative State, as the 
choſen by him , and dedicated -to him as the 

Place of his Solemn Worſhip, the Place where he had ina ſpe- 
cial manner regorded his Name, and where he was wont to ma» 


O 


' nifeſt his gracious Preſence among that People, whom he had 


obliged to come thrice every year to Worſhip there, and 
where alone it was lawful for them to offer Sacrifices to him, 
Nehemiab adds what he had done for-the Offices of God's 
Houſe. Some render the word, Geremonies, others (as in the 


Margin) Obſervations, viz. to be- uſed in the Temple, or things 
to be obſerved., and fo it may well comprehend. all that Ser- 
vice which was ws. yg of them, there, anl the Houſe is men» 
tioned with reſpe& to the. Worſhip of God performed ir it, 


and we may fay, to. the Worſhippers too z for. them he puts in 
the like Petition, Chap. 5, 19. Think aqpon me, O my God, for 

good, according to all that I have done for this. people. 
Anſwerable to this, we may, underftand that which is called 
the Houſe and Temple of On. in Goſpel-times, and that h 
: - tne 
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to be the Temple of God, in reſpe& of his Inhabitation by his 
Spirit in them, 1 Cor. 6. 19. and ſometimes the Church: of* 
Chriſt is eſpecially called an Hvly Temple, not only in reſpec of 
God's dwelling in it, but of the Union of the ſeveral Parts 

( particular Saints) with Chriſtthe Foundation, and with each 

other, Epb. 2. 20, 21, 22. And ſometimes Believers in particu- 

lar, are called lively Stones (Parts and Materials of the Build- 
ing); and the whole Body of them a Spiritual Houſe, 1 Pet, 2.5. 

And as the Old Teſtament Temple had its Offices. or Obſervations, - 
(as in the Text). yiz.-all that Typical Worſhip God ordained 
for his People, till the time of reformation, Heb.'9. 10.” So God's 

Spiritual Houſe or Temple, under the New Teftament , hath its 

Service too, a Spiritual One, even the whole Worſhip of the © 
Goſpel-Church , ' r Pet. 2. 5. Spiritual | Sacrificer. Believers , 
God's Holy Pricſthood , offer up themſelves in the firſt place, 
Rom. 12. x. and then all-the other parts of New Teftament-Wor- 
ſhip, Prayer, Praiſe, &c. Heb. 13.15. Phil. 4. 18. Indeed this 
Spiritual Houſe of .God is the Seat and Receptacle of all thofe 
Ordinaoces of Divine Service which he hath appointed under 
the Goſpel. | nt oy 


- 


2. What is to be: underſtood by cred Deeds done for God's 


Houſe. 


1. We are to conſider them as to the matter of them, or the 
things" themſelves. In this Chapter we have an account of 
what Nebemiab did: He did in great part reform Religion, reQify 
Abuſes crept into it, and ſet in order things relating to.God's 
Worſhip. 'He cauſed the mix'd Multitude to. be ſeparated from 


 Tfrael, Ver. 3. becauſe the Moabites and Ammonizes (according to 


that Law, Det. 23. 3.) were not to come into the Congregation 
of God. Then we find him caſting out Tobiab's Goods from 
by 8 the 
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Good Deeds done for God's Houſe. 5 

- / the Chamber that Elizh4b, the Prief, had prepared for him in | 
- the Temple, v. 4.-to v.'8. and cdeaniing the Chamber, »,7g. / 
Next he' cauſeth the Portions of the Levtes. and the Sing rs t0 be 
Eo” 2 given them, which had been for ſome time withheld, and which 


ſo diſcouraged them, that they were. fled to their own fields, and 
the Houſe of God. was: forſaken, v: 10, 11, 12, 13. To thole 
and their Service in the Temple , he ſeems' to have a particular 4 
| | reſpe&, when in this Verſe he mentions the Offices of the Houie. oe: "2 
Pe, \  Aﬀeer this, we find him reforming the Abule of the Sabbath, 34 
ol. v.15, &ec. of ſtrange Wives, v.23, &c. and: appointing the "3 
| Wards of the Pricſts and Levites, &c. v. 30 31. All theſe were WE 
things relating to Religion, which yet Nebemizh (tho no Eccle- | bs 
fGaſtical Man , but the Toſp:tha, or Chiet Civil Magifate } 
look'd upon as belonging to his Province, and accordingly tquk. 
care of them. ar! 6 | 
Proportionably to what he did then,good deeds done forGod's 
Houſe now, are thoſe that are done for the Church of God, 
his Worſhip and Worſhippers as ſuch ; the reſtoring of Religion 
. when decayed ,- reGifying Abuſes in it , the Reformation of 
mens manners) puniſhing their Vices and Immoralities, the cn- 
couraging Miniſters, exercilng Diſcipline in particular Churches, 
edifying even private perſons by inttructing , counfelling, ad- 
moniſhing, exhorting, and comforting them 3 and ſo ſupplying "o; "1 
their wants, relieving them in their Neceſſities, viſiting them _ 
in their Sickneſſcs, bearing with their Infirmities, recalling them | 2Y 
from their Wandrings ,- and all ſuch Offices of Love as belong 
to Chriſtians in their reſpecive Capacities and Relations, and ' 
eonduce to the promoting the common good of God's Spiritual, 
Houſe, or the welfare and falvation of particular Believers, as. 
parts of- it. | £: 2 
2. As to the Form of them , which conſiſts in the right'way: _ 
and | manner of doing them, Many things may be materially _ ff 
good, which. formally are not ſo; "it is one. thing to do a Good 
deed, another to do it well. Here: therefore we muſt look to 
the ordinary requilites of Good works, and where they are - 
found , there the acceptance of the works themſelvs may 
be expected. Works are then well dons, and good in God's 


account; 
I. When: 


s «LS $9 - 13 F wo 53, _ - 1 = - 2 
s _ RN — LES p "s MY 


c LET wy 
He rs I IE Ng 8-1 IE 12," OT 
oc > = - > - *..4 47 a 
HF I 4 * Yen v_ : « go = 5 ow of 
, F ” : - - £0 z S. v ” 7 —— » » - : gt ; 4 7 - *{ " "+2 
d R "a 0g  W We _ 4 - - - a = _ - I 
n == 5 p C=X" : ade v Þ ; ” » p— - : % bo 
_ 4 P G * . _ = P be —_ 
Ow a F F / : FE - _ ” {Cc be cn Friar ens at a 1-49-pIn - - E> e nrhpne +9 
. % F; - + 4 4 x. 
_ ”» . % I T : . n.* Whs Si \ _- 


1. When they are done according to the rule of the Word, fuch 
_ as God's. Commands dire& to, not meerly ſuch ;as men de- 
viſe of their own heads, cr which'their own fancies, it may 
be-. Superſtition prompt them to. - Such may have fome- 
times been the rich Ornzmentswherewith the Places of -Pablick 
Worſhip have been deck'd, and coſtly Structures ereqcd: by 
the Prodigal , but miſguided. Devotion of thoſe who. have 
been more zealous for a Gaudy Religion than a Pure one, and. 
ſor a Beiutiful Building than tor Spiritual Worthip. Places 
and Times of Popery have abounded with: things of this na- 
ture, which however admired and applauded by men, as 
good Deeds done for God's bouſe , yet find little Acceptance with 
him. : | | fe 

2. When out of right Principles , Faith in Chiiſt, (through 
whom alone they can be accepted )- and Love t9 God, and the 
Souls of Men. God little regards what men do for his Houſe, 
tho with never ſo:much Splendor, Profuſencfs, Magnificence, 
(and much no doubt they may) if it be only on prudential Con- 
fiderations, or out of corrupt and ſelhſh Principles. 

3.. When for right, i.c. Spiritual Ends, the Glory of God, the 
furtherance of the Goſpel, and the Salvation of Souls. God 
will not accept of the otherwiſe greateſt works done for his 
Houſe, when cither ſelf is the beginning of them, or ſelf is the 
' end of them ; and what men'do, they-do in pretence for God, 
but in reality for themſelves, -( Zech. 7. 5, 6.) when they a& 
in them, either that they may purchaſe the praife of men, - 
Math. 6. 2. or the favour of God. He that aims at merit, falls 
below. acceptance ; and while he thinks to oblige God by his 


F 


- Good deeds, he provokes. him by his Pride. 


© 3. Who they are that may on good grounds expe this Ac- 
ceptance of what they do-for God's Houſe. It was confined in 
the DoGrinal Propoſition, to Believers, or God's Childxen ; 
and. that is cyident, in as much as they only are capable of aQ- 
ing for God and his Houſe in the way and manner before de- 
clared. They only.that have a Supernatural principle in them, 
can be acted by ſuch a Principle z where Faith or Love are 
not , men cannot, a&t out of either. And there can. be no 
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right aiming at God's Glory, where there is no true Zeal 


2. On what grounds Believers doing good for God's Houle in 


the manner deſcribed, may look for acceptance with him. 


x. On the ſame General grounds whereon they may expect 
his accepting any good work they do in ſincerity, tho forthem- 
ſelves, or for Strangers, or Enemies. 


1. The promiſes of God to accept all the Duties of Obedience 


perforimed_by them in a due manner, - Such a promiſe, «ho not 
always cxpreſſed, yet'is always ſuppoſed and implied, as joyned 
to the Command. All Believers Spiritual Sacritices, come with 
acceptance on God's altar, Waiah 60,7, The Prophet points to Gc- 
ſpel-times, and Goſpel-facrifices, tho under the Type of Levi- 
tical Ones; and Peter explains hin when he tells us, that the 
Spiritual Sacrifices of Believers are. acceptable to. God by Feſus Chriſt, 
1 Pet. 2. 5. As without faith it is impoſſible to-pleaſe God, Heb. 11. 
6. ſo whatever is done in Faith, 'is pleaſing to him. 

2. The Death. and Tnterceſſion of Chriſt procuring, tbcir acceptance ,, 
the one by way of Purchaſe, the other by way of Application. 
As the perſons of the Saints, ſo their performances are accepted 


in the beloved, Eph. 1.. 6. The Lord Jeſiis Chtift hath not only. 


by his Death purchaſed for them Grace and Strength to ſerve 
God in a tight” manner, and according to his mind, but like-- 
wile the acceptance of ſuch their Services, and by his Inter-- 
ceſſion in the merit of his Death , makes them afcually ac- 
cepted. Es ets TS FRE 

3: The Mercy as will as Truth 'of God; in making them aQu- 


- 


ally -paitakers of what Chriſt purchaſed” for them,> and God* 


promiſed to thein.” Tho the' fultilting of every promiſe to Bdie- 


vers be an! Ae of Juſtice in God, with reſpe& to the merits of: 


Chrift, yet ic is mcer mercy to themſelves that have no merit- 
of their own. It is indeed an Ac of Faithfutneſs and Truth in: 


- God to'them, yet it'is no leſs an Ae of-Mercy too ;- the. Mercy 


that moved him to make promiſes, doth in conjun@ion with 
his Truth move him to fulbl thetn. _ The reward he gives at 
laft, 'is given. out of faithfulneſs, becauſe it is promiſed, yet it 
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Good Deeds done for God's Houſe, * 
is no leſs given out of Grace, 2 Pet. 1, 13. The grace that is to be. ; 
brought unto you at the revelation of Feſi Chriſt. Jude 21. Lock- 
ing . for the mercy of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt unto eternal life; (0 
2 Tim. 1. 18. \t-is-mercy too, out of which God overlooks 
the Infirmities which accompany the beſt works they do. And 
therefore there is no plea nor pretence for the merit of good 
works here, ( as the Papiſts dream) when ver. 22. Nebemiab 
prays, even as to them, that God would ſpare him, and pleads 
not the Goodneſs of his Works , but the Greatneſs of God's Merey, 
as the Fountain, from whence he expected: both the pardon 


of his failings, and acceptance of his Services would be derived 
to him. & 


2. Some ſpecial reaſons there are, on which Believers may 
expe the acceptance of what they do for God's houſe. 

1. We find in the Scripture, ſpecial notice taken of good deeds 
done for Go&'s bonſe, and honourable mention- made of thoſe 
that did them. Of Moſes it-is ſaid , That he was fairbful in all 
Godsr's houſe, Numb, 12.7. And we have not only a large ac. 
count of David's Muniticence, and the Prince's Bounty in con- 
tributing to the Building of the Temple, 1 Chro2. 29. and Solo- 
mon's afterward in ereQing it, and ſo promoting the Worſhip of 
God; but we have 'other ſucceeding Kings, Aſa, Fchoſaphar, 
Hezekiab, Fofiah, commended for their reforming Religion when 
gone to decay,” renewing Covenant with God, ſuppreſſing Ido- - 
latry; taking away Images, G:oves, and High- places, opening 
the Temple which had been ſhut up, repairing its Breaches , 
cleanſing its Filthineſs, removing the Sodomites, commandin 
the People to ſeek the Lord, and appointing the Priefts and Le- 
vites to inſtruct and teach them, 2 Chron. 14. 15, 17, 29, 30, 
31, 34. and 35. Chap. And of Febojadab' the Prieſt: it is parti- 
cularly recorded , that he was buried amonrg*the Kings, (the 
Lord ſo dire&ing the. Peoples hearts) Becawſe be had done good 
in Iſrael, both towards God, and towards bis houſe, 2 Chron. 24. 
16, And to fay nothing of Foſhuz, the High Prieſt, arid Zerub- 

'babel, and things done by thern affer the Captivity, we have 
in the New T-{tament an account of the Boldneſs, -and Zeal, and_ 
indctatigable Indutiry of the Apoſtles and Primitive Preachers, 
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| 42 Some arc rimorms'! will not not as: FO thty mightfor 
_ fear of- Cenfures;, or Scots; or Reproaches,' of 'being counted 
- Quer-buſy or Pragmatical# "They ate afraid of dilgatting” men, 
ir may be Great Ones; Rules, Magiſttes3*nay, it may; be. 


Friends,” Reations, Cuſtomers, that are Gailty, and-need Re: 7 


"proof; * lghotant, and need Inflnation;! -Wandring, {and: need 


| Reducings Vicious, and need Refiraine. *Or «hey ar@ afraid, JF 


of the -Oppoſition: they way imect with; frem*thoſe 'thar-bear 


- no. gpod will" to God's Houlmy "afraid of * ſuſering'by*; 


means! for doing” their Duty:* "Fheir/ fear hath-{@- much pr 
afcendant of their: Zeal that a frown; an i-looky*arifans. 
- gry word checks their Mettle, and: hindervall aQtivenelS?, tho _ 
in never ſo-uſt-a- Caule.. + Fhey will-rather7incur' the dif 
pleaſure of God, than the wrath of mer; ant negle& his Ser- 
_ than n parchaſe, by doing i it, the evil will of theit/Neigh- 
ras ; 
: EX Sore ; are Selfiſh, ſeek their ankles G FOO that they 
forget tbe thinge-of Chriſt, Phil,/2,.24, cither-regarding them- 
By at all; _ po poning ther to their gown Aﬀairs: "Thie y-pre= 
tend they have” Callings ; -and 'muſt' not negle&. the bn 
have: Families, and muſt provide for-them'$/ they.have 


- time, nor eps fuxe” (they ſhould ſay, nor hearts) to attend other 


things; none for conlcichtions and'n cceffary diligence 
intheit wendy Enploparnt, but = eorgradiligeton nd and 
over-dojrig” m them, which: phainly-ſpeaks: Heir? com 
Private [ntereiBiefore the Pablick; rnefhenoon Oe 
before God 's Service. - his 4arpites and Ws: Sping: 
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Ho They : are- bo proud- Ah foo #hW-Jo inc a ng: Code 
Work is not good enough for Nobtemen, Gentlemen, : ich - 
Min: et - the poor Commoners,” Tradeſmen and - Mechant 

look / to it, 'grezter Perſons mult mind: greater things .3 .Zeal 
- for God'is below-their/quality. Thus they ac, as it they. were 
too grezt tobe good-3 =s..if; Godin advapcing them abovye 
their Neighbours; had lifted. them above-beipg his. arp, or 
F pers (hen «diſpenſation far being negigen 0Nz'S. yt, 


2, "What is tobe ſaid 'of them who: inflead of. being "RY 
£ors to'God's Houſe, »are injuxious 0 it, and do it burt inflzad of 
govd ? Some” ſuch any be in the Houſe, fome- our of: ity, bur 
both miſchievous to! Ie, 2” 

' - 11, Some diſcourage obs Builders, acebe- Labourers,| this #7 
do' good for. th ISE: z would"repair.it;.hew. Stones, .and lay - 
ther in the.Building,/ or would glemmſe-.and; purge it. 3 either 
would cotvertmens: Souls, or-xefÞtm xheit Manners,: owcorrect 
their.Vices, ' > Diſcourage them: they. ds./'that ſcoff at them, a5 
Sanballat'and- og .didat-the building the'V 2lls of Fra 
Jens, Nehem."4 Whet do'theſe feeble feres,” &2? And: rol 
-Rvet'-if et po-np; be: all even © break, down: their Ls par 
«They diſcoorageithem 100 Sr with hold:theie. A ita 
*nothelp-on the Work; by their Purſes; + by: thels 

-by their” Power, Civilop Ecelebiafhical;;; 19-puvilhi 

or cenfuring” Scandals : And fo do-they\t 

_ them” 4 CT by. milrey hrelent! 
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of enjfiical Babylon; | Rev. 18-2-/tha te were bemne © ge of an 
dean'and bateful. Bade, 

3. Others rob it. 1 Jo: riot--mean -of temporal Riches tad. 
DES; (tho {uch a robbing there-may be; when they that 
wit at the altar, are not./partakgrs whb #he ohery"and: :cheythat 
preach .the goſpel, _are..yot 'dllawed 10" live, -of "the goſpel, 1 Coro 9. - 
13; 14 -{e-chis ChIjier; ver, 1011/12; 2nd!Mat, -2-8-J-burof 
the facred-and precious Utelils of- God's {piritaal- *Femple, the 
- Ordinances of Divine Worſhip : - ſome rob it-of ohe; fome'of 

another ; fomie of ſinging Plains, ſome 'of 'Sacraments, fome 
of 'Difcix pline.” 'Papifis:2dd\'Orginances of- their own devifiog, 
others reje& thoſe which-are of God's Inflitution.: --. - * 
” 4. Others. ſet it on fire, |by fierce and ifarious Comtentions. 
How often hittveither z blind; or infemperate,and Yl-governcd 
Zeal'fer God's Houle on a flarnic,” -and been like” to-:confume ir, 
while the Enemies have Way! ed * 'themſcives /at : the” unkappy 
Fire* *How'violtently did : ing Chriftians.contend. inthe 
Pcrinvitive Times for the antiquated Ceremonies} of the aw of | 
ove and: others afterward labour the Obſervation" of -a'Day 
pointed of God; when Pope Vilor 'excvmmunicated-the . 
Eaficin Churches for diſſenting from-bim-abourt-it ? How ve- 
— hement'formetinies- have' Lagqpeieny been about. 2. Ns, 
yy, 06]: Notic ical A gs. 
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"Good 1 Dee done for God's s Hm. 


Profcfſors, __ hs increaſe of Scandals, and growth of all 
Abominations among us, Uncleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Sabbath- 
breaking, Sweating, Curling, &e, calls for the help cf. all, 
bigh and low, Magiſtrates and Subje&s, Miniſtexs and People, 
that can do any thing, to have compallion on us, and help as. 
Was (ever poor England ſo overflown with Wickedneſs ? Wag 
ever Prophaneneſs ſo rampant, ſo triumphant, as this day it is? 
Was it ever ſo faſhionable, ſo creditable, fo recommended to 
Imitation, by the Converſation . and Example of thole that 
ſhould puniſh and ſuppreſs ic? Did ever. Old Sodom,or doth New 
Babylon oatdo us ? when in ſome-Companies he is ſcarce counted 
a Man, that will not make himſelf a Beaſt; rior a man of Senſe, 
that is not an Atheiſt ; and we are even vying with thoſe that 
look on Fools and Chriftians as convertible terms. What was 
faid long fince, may well be faid at this time, that conſidering. 
the horrid Lewdneſs and Prophaneneſs of the Age,the Lyconzans,. 
( 4414.11.) did they-now live, and ſee what. we fee every 
day, would certainly change their language, and ſay not, That 
the Gods are come down to us, but Devils come up among ju in the 
likeneſs of men. And indeed where Damnation -is ſo. much in 
mens mouths, it cannot but be judged that at the leaſt there is. 
an H:1 in their hearts, What ſhall I ſay, Sirs ? Are we Prote- 
Rants? Are we a Reformed People, and can we forbeax mourn- 
ing and/lamenting over theſe things ? Nay, are we Chaiftians ?: 
Do we believe God's E ble? Fate we Souls to fave, and Po- 
Nerity to'care for, and can we forbear helping to the utmoſt. 
of otix power? Have we Laws to.ſccure our Religion. jin the 
Truth- of it, and guard it in ies Practice ? a we. Magl- 
firates to execute thoſe: Laws, and ſhall we not complain, cxy 
out 'and / imploze their . aſſiſtance againſt thoſe - Sins Phich 
threaten us all, our Religion, our State, our- Nation, with 
'utter Ruine and DefiruRtion? Alas ! thatwe ſhonld -live like- 
Heathen under 'a Proteitant King, Proteſtant | Pxo- 
teftant Magiſtrates z that we ſhould havc QVErFOme . FY> 
and be vanquiſhed by Dcbauchery-3 have qo Way the 
CA ugg ph Qill be poſſcfled with. the anelean. Spirit 
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_ © Objedt, If you fay, Such as theſe are not in God's Houſe, nor 
parts of it ; no Members of 'the Church, and what have we to 
do fo judge them that are without ? 1 COL. 5.12. 


Anſw., Whether they be Members or not, I diſpute not : 
But, GT VER: 
t. If they are Members, they are rotten ones; and ought to 
be cut off; dead Branches, and ſhould be taken away., If 
they be'Stones in the Houſe of God, the Leproſy is in them, and 
they ſhould be pluck'd out, (as in the:caſe of material houſes, * 
Lev. 14. 40.”) and it belongs to the Governors of God's Houſe 
todo this; it did fo under the Old Teſtament ; the Pricits were 
to make a difference between the clean and the unclean, 
Ley. 10. 10, and 14. 44, 46. and it doth ſo.under the New 3; 
to the Angels of the Churches, Rev. 2. 2, The Angel of the 
Church of Epheſus is commended, for that he could not bear 
them that were vil ; and the Angel of the Church of Thyatrra 
is taxcd for ſuffering that woman F zabel, to teach and ſeduce God's 
ſervants to commit fornication, &c, Chap, ver. 20. 

2, If they are not-parts of God's Houſe, not Members of 
his Church, they are Enemiey to it; and then\.it is incumbent 
'on Magiſtrates (who are, tho not ſpiritual;Rulcrs.in the Houle, 
yet Guardians of it) to' puniſh,” retirain, ſtpprels them: But 
be they'of God's Houſe or; not, many takerthem to be ſo, -be- 
"cauſe they precend tobe of *it; have been baptized! 'in Chr R's 
Natne ; proteſs themſelves to- be: Protefiants ;31rard_ it is a 
-diſhonour -to. the Houſe to have ſuch-thoaght to, belong, to it; 
furc"l am they ate coo near it, and cvit Neighbours to 1t;. and 
-nNo better 'than a Duinghil-before/ its: doors, and fo a. Ny- 
ance to ' the Mafter''of *the: Houſe , » and- the whole- of .his 
Family. F990 SW 3423 - 20 327 243, IL 
'*12\” Confider, That Joing / good for: God's: Houſes, is. the 
greateſt *anil 'mioft txcellent'Work:you cantever be employed in z/ it 
is*the' carfying! en*that Work the foundatian- of: which was 

' Raid in the Blood of che Sdn 6f/:God; 'and ſafarras;yourengage 
tit, You #re- belpers rogerbeh 9th biim} 1:Con.3.9; doing the 


2 


ame Work in your places and ſtations which he did,; and fill 


is doing. What was the great Work he came into the world 
k % { 1 x to 
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to do, bur the falyation of the Church,” which: -you are helping 
on in all the/good you do for it ? 
2 You can never ſhewy your love to God in any thing more, than 
in doing good for his Houſez and your Zeal for that, is a 
great evidence-of your loye to himſelf. - Chriti judges of mens 
affeion to him, by their deportment to his memyers, Mat. 25. 
Your love to God is then right, when conformed to his 3 
placed where he is placed z you Jove thoſe whom. he loves ; 
but above all -things in the world he loves his. Church beſt. 
He ws choſen Zion , he hath difired it \for bis habitation , that is 
his reit, there be dels , Palm 132.13, 14. | pray, what can 
you do- for God himſelf? 1t you'be righteows , what do you pive 
him, or what -receiveth be at your-band? Job 35.7. Only your 
righteouſneſs may profit the ſ1n of man, v. 8. Your goods extends 
not to bim, but to the ſaints that are in the earth, Pſalm 16 3. God 
cannot be advantaged by all you do, only men may be better:d. 
And this is true love to him, when for his ſake you do all the 
good you can- for thoſe {things or perſons ) which have a pe- 
culiar relation to him. 
4+ You may reſt ſecure of God's offitance in doing Ty for his 
Houſe, - He never gives a command, but he gives a promiſe too 
of Grace and Strength for the keeping of it. Where he calls 
for Duty, he gives Ability. You mult expect difficulties in this 
- Work, and oppoſition from Satan , and his Inſtruments, He 
will never ſuffer God's Houſe to go up, if he can keep it down. 
He that ſo induſtriouſly ſeeks the rain of it; will labour all he 
can to hinder its Building. But be that as it may, you, I am 
ſure, may comfortably promiſe your ſelves the help of God in 
it, when he himſelf promiſes it, What he.promifed to oſha, 
when about to lead 1ſrael into Canaan ,' Foſhua 1. 5. the Apo- 
ſile applies to private Believers in the Common Afﬀairs of. this 
Life, Heb. 13. 5. And ſure then you may apply it to your ſelves 
in the much greater concernments of God*s Houſe, that he will 
never leave you, nor forfake you. And generally what promiſes 
of Aſſiſtance and Succeſs were made to God's Servants formerly 
in doing his Work, are applicable to you, or any other gracious 
Perſons in doing the like, 1 Chron. 28. 20. and 2 Chron, 19. 
11. Deal conragiouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the good. 
D 2 _ 5, What 
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5. Whit good you do fot God's Houſe, will in the event re- 
.dound "to yous ſelves, who will ſeveral ways rcap the benefit 
'of it. 

1.' Sometimes in.your preſent Thriving and Proſperity., Many an 
Obed-Edom you know, hath been bleſſed for eptertaing the Ark. 
Many an 0+4a4iah for hiding the Lord's Prophets. God promiſes 
to bleſs his Servants in the things of this Life,” when they do 

their Duty in the things of his Houſe, Prov. 3. 9,10. and a 
particular Tnftance you have of it, Hgpai 2. 19. from this day 
(the day in which the foundation of the Temple was laid, v. 18.) 
will I bleſs yow As on the other fide, he blaſis Men's labours 
in their Secular Afﬀairs , when the things of his Houſe are neg- 
kaed, Happai 1.6, 9, 10, 11. How much indeed might this 
be for the good of the Nation in general? How would a flou- 
riſhing Religion make a flouriſhing Kingdom, and doing Ju- 
ſtice'upon Sinners, bring Peace to the Land? When Achar is 
puniſhed, Tſ-ael proſpers, Foſhna 8. When S$anl's Sons are hayg- 
ed up wito the Lord, the Famine cegfes, 2 Sam. 21. 6, And when 
Phineas executes judgment , the plague is ftayed, Plalm 106. 30, 
How little ſhoald we. fear our Enemies abroad , could we but 
conquer our Vices at home ? Alas! our Sins ſer an edge on their 
Arms, put coarage into their Hearts, defeat our-Deligns, and 
hinder our Victories. No wonder we cannot maps over men, 
when we are fighting againſt God, and make him our-Ene- 
my, from whom we expe& our Sacceſs. The Kingdoms of 
Iſrael and Fudah never proſpered more, than under' Reforms + 
ing Kings, when Religion proſpered moſt. 41 doubt not, 
but” ( according ro. God's uſual method. in former Apes ) it - 
will be a truth to the end of the World, that no Kingdom, nor 
State, will ever fare the worſe for the Churches faring well 
in it. Ap PL PS 

2, In the honour you will get by it. x Sat, 2. 30, They that 
bonour God, them God will honour: And honour him you do, 
when (contrary to thofe I mentioned before) you ſubordinate 
your private Aﬀairs to the'more weighty. and momentous Gon. 
ceris of his_Houſe. God is to this day, hofionring thoſe that 
did gaod for his Houle ſome thouſands of years ago; and tho. 
your Names be not chronicled in Scripture: yet hethath'other 
| | ways 
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ways of -putting Honour 'upon you.' It isinderd ar» Honour 
ro-you, that-he is pleaſed to-make uſe of you-in his Work z. an 
Honour to have the thanks:of God's Church at preſent , and 
to have Poſierity hereafter call you Bleſſed, .IH.ir be an Honour 
to be born in Zion, Pſalm 87. 5. to be private Believers z/ whit 
is it then to' be Benefaftors to Zion y to. repair her Breaches, 
cleanſe away her Filthineſs, or fuccour her againſt her Ene- | 
mies? + © of, SE! 
3. In the Comfort. you will have.in it. Hezekjab's Sincericy- 
washis Comfort upon a Sick-bed, Tſaiab 38.3. he had been 
a great Reformer, and-his Zeal and Aciveneſs for God 'was 
2 great and illuſtrious Evidence of his Sincerity. -It will be a 
ſweet Reflection, when you are going to' the bouſe appointed 
for all living , to think that you have 'got been altogether uſe- 
leG in the-World, but that God hath enabled you by his 
Grace to be in your ſeveral Capacities helpful in ſetting for- 
ward his Work, and doing good for his Houſe. © David; tho 

"a great King, yet highly valued the place-of a Door-keeper in 
the Tabernacle, Pſalm 34. 1 dare ſay, the meaneſt Office in 
Ged's Houſe, or Work about it, performgd with faithfulneſs, 

' will one day afford you more Comfort than you can find-in 
the-greateſt Eftate, or highelt Preferment, or worldly Gran- 
deur you might-ever attain. to. And if you think yqur Place or 
Station, your Parts, Gifts, Graces, are not {o. confiderable as 
any way to adorn iz, yet it will be a comfort to you if you have 
but help'd to ſweep it. OE D 

. 4. In'the Reward you may-expeR z for it God accepts Ser- 
vice, you may be afſured he will reward it, when acceptance 

_ at.preſent is always in.order to recompence' at laſt. - If you 
abound in the-work of the Lord ( whatever that work be) your 
Labour ſhall not be in vain'in the Lord," Cor: 15. 58. * You will 

be to Eternity reaping the frait of it,” and enjoying .the work 

| --of your hands; nor will ever: fully krow how. kindly God 
* . - takes your Service here below, till yon be received-into. his 

L - Kingdom above. That Worthy Perſon, on the Occaligp of 
F _' . whoſe Deceaſe | have been ſpeaking , and you hearing, is, I 
# + - - doubt not, entered into his Maſter's: Joy, -as baving been faith- 

| ful in the Improvement of the Talents entruſted with him, Do 
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